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News Release


For immediate release
 

Government of Canada Invests in Agriculture Tourism in Sand Plains Region
 

WOODSTOCK, ONTARIO, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 – Agriculture tourism in the Sand Plains Region will boost local economy with the support of the Government of Canada. Member of Parliament for Oxford Dave Mackenzie, on behalf of Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, announced an investment of $178,100 to the Elgin, Oxford, Norfolk Association of Curators and Directors.
 

“This unique project will stimulate our local economy by celebrating the cultural heritage of our farmers and highlighting their interesting stories, history and people in our rural communities,” said MP Mackenzie. “By attracting visitors to less traveled routes, the barn quilt trail will promote our area’s agricultural history while stimulating tourism and spending throughout the surrounding region.”  
 
Barn quilt trails are colorful quilt blocks painted on 8 by 8 foot panels and attached to barns in surrounding communities. The Southwest Ontario Barn Quilt Trail will span across 100 locations in Brant, Oxford, Elgin, Middlesex and Norfolk counties. Each block is designed and painted by community members and displays some aspect of cultural heritage of that rural community. The trail will also complement existing trails like the Carolinian Canada, TransCanada Trail and other tourist trails. The newly created barn quilt trail will be promoted through a website, digital and print media as well as a mobile phone application.   
 
This investment is being provided through the Sand Plains Community Development Fund administered by the Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations. The fund targets community-based initiatives that support regional development, attract and retain people and investment, and stimulate business development and job creation.  
 
For more information on the Sand Plains Community Development Fund, please visit www.ontcfdc.com or www.sandplains.ca.
 

-30-
 

For more information, please contact:
 

	Media Relations
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
613-773-7972
1-866-345-7972
	Diana Jedig
Executive Director
Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations 
866-668-2332


