News Release
 
For immediate release
 
Government of Canada UNCORKING opportunities for 
Sand Plains WINE INDUSTRY
 
LANGTON, ONTARIO, FEBRUARY 23, 2011 – The Government of Canada is investing $185,000 to boost both wine making capacity and tourism opportunities in the Sand Plains region. Honourable Diane Finley, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, on behalf of Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, made the announcement today.
 
“Our Government is proud to uncork new opportunities for wine producers and growers here in Langton,” said Minister Finley. “With this important investment, we are not only creating jobs and attracting visitors and investors to this unique region, but we are also helping producers find innovative uses and options for their land.”
 
The Ontario South Coast Wineries and Growers Association (OSCWGA) was incorporated as a non-profit corporation in June 2009. Made up of growers of grapes and other fruits, wineries, support organizations and retail companies, the company works to develop the wine sector in the Sand Plains region. 
 
The project will help OSCWGA boost wine making capacity by helping to develop new wineries and evaluate growing conditions for grape varieties. OSCWGA will also do more networking, marketing and scientific research to promote wine agri-tourism in south western Ontario.  
 
This investment is being provided through the Sand Plains Community Development Fund administered by the Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations. The fund targets community-based initiatives that support regional development, attract and retain people and investment, and stimulate business development and job creation.  
 
For more information on the Sand Plains Community Development Fund, please visit www.ontcfdc.com or www.sandplains.ca.
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