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News Release


For immediate release
Government of Canada SUPPORTS rural transportation in Sand Plains region
 
SIMCOE, ONTARIO, NOVEMBER 3, 2011 – The Government of Canada is supporting local infrastructure in the Sand Plains Region with an investment of $65,000. The Honourable Diane Finley, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development Canada made the announcement today on behalf of Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz. 
 
“This signifies a key starting point for the South Central Ontario Region (SCOR) to build a public transportation system, making it easier for people to get around, creating more jobs and helping strengthen our region,” said Minister Finley. “Investments like this one highlight how our Government can extend across political boundaries, bring communities and stakeholders together to help rural Canadians access the resources and services they need.”
 
This investment will support the work of a Public Transportation Coordinator in expediting the rollout of the Ride Norfolk transportation system. This position provides valuable support in key areas such as operations, communications and evaluation. Ride Norfolk began service on October 11, 2011 with accessible bus transportation between the towns of Simcoe, Port Dover, Port Rowan, Delhi and Waterford in Norfolk County and is available to all residents. The Public Transportation Coordinator will organize a committee with representation from all five SCOR counties (Brant, Oxford, Middlesex, Elgin and Norfolk) to review cross-county transportation and to assist with research, lessons learned and best practices. This partnership will help rural residents access the resources and services they need.
 
This investment is being provided through the Sand Plains Community Development Fund administered by the Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations. The fund targets community-based initiatives that support regional development, attract and retain people and investment, and stimulate business development and job creation.  
 
For more information on the Sand Plains Community Development Fund, please visit www.ontcfdc.com or www.sandplains.ca.
 
-30-
 
 For more information, please contact:
 
	 Media Relations
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
613-773-7972
1-866-345-7972
	Diana Jedig
Executive Director
Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations 
866-668-2332


