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                              News Release
For immediate release
 

 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA LENDS A HELPING HAND TO LOCAL ARTISAN CHEESE FARMER
 

WOODSTOCK, ONTARIO, MARCH 15, 2011 – The Government of Canada is helping a farmer in Oxford County build a small artisan cheese plant which will promote local foods in the region. The investment of up to $250,000 was announced today by Member of Parliament for Oxford Dave Mackenzie, on behalf of Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz.
 

“We continue to put Farmers First by supporting traditional projects like this artisan cheese plant right here in Oxford County,” said MP Mackenzie. “With this investment, we are enabling this business to not only sell their products in local stores, but also serve the cheese in restaurants, promoting local foods in the region.”
 

Gunn’s Hill Artisan Cheese Limited will start up a small cheese plant in Woodstock, producing three new cheeses that are currently not sold in Canada. The plant will be approximately 6,000 square feet and will process 600,000 litres of milk per year to produce cheese using a traditional hands on approach referred to as ‘artisan’. The plant itself will be designed with a viewing area so that visitors can watch how the cheese is made. Visitors will also be encouraged to tour the pastures where the cows that produce the milk to make the cheese are grazing, helping attract more tourists to this unique, local food experience. Most of the cheese will be sold at the farm and the rest in local stores and served in restaurants, helping to promote local foods. This project will employ 6-10 full-time people at full capacity. 
 

This capital loan is being provided through the Sand Plains Community Development Fund administered by the Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations. The fund targets community-based initiatives that support regional development, attract and retain people and investment, and stimulate business development and job creation.  
 

 

For more information on the Sand Plains Community Development Fund, please visit www.ontcfdc.com or www.sandplains.ca.
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